library 


WITHNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
_ _ _ _ YEAR  1047  _» _ _ 

To  the  Chairman  cr  Kenba  :•£  of  ;;hc 

Urban  Li ©t riot  Gounoa.'  or  ’"ivanell. 

Mr.  Chairman  5c  Gear  lemon, 

I  have  the  honour  tc  present  the  Report  for  the  YearbL947 
the  Health  of  the  Urban  District. 


The  Registrar  General !s  Statistics,  essential  for  an  Annual 
Report,  are  not  available  earlier  than  July  of  the  year  succeeding 
that  to  which  they  relate. 

On  the  ’’appointed  day"  -  5th  July,  1948,  -  there  came  into 
operation  those  great  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  Health  and  Social 
Welfare  v/hich  are  now  so  well  known  to  us  all. 


On  the  1st  July,  1948,  I  assumed  new  duties  as  Chief  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  County  Offices  at  Preston  and 
became  at  once  fully  occupied  in  the  tasks  occasioned  by  the  new 
legislation. 

These  three  related  circumstances  have  caused  delays  in 
submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947:  delays  for  which 
I  apologise,  but  which  I  have  been  unable  to  avoid. 


Health  Work  in  the  Urban  District  proceeded  in  the  main 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  1947.  Good  use  was  made  of  the  welfare 
facilities  available  for  Infants  and  School  Children  by  many  parents 
who  brought  forward  individual  problems  and  were  helped.  As  usual, 
one  or  two  individuals  evinced  lack  of  care  for  their  children,  and 
the  parents  and  the  children  concerned  had  to  be  watched  and  appropriately 
dealt  with. 


In  my  report  for  the  year  1946,  I  drew  attention  to  the  need  for 
careful  attention  to  the  conditions  under  which  milk  waw  produced  in  the 
District .  During  1947  several  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  farms 

and  dairies;  and  care  improved  proportionately  to  the  number  of  visits 
The  interest  shown  by  the  Local  Authority  responsible  is  the 
most  important  factor  in  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

Great  changes  are  upon  us  as  this  is  written.  But  'there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun1;  human  nature  (does  not  change;  and  one 
must  beware  of  expecting  to  much  as  a  result  of  planning  and  new 
legislation  alone.  However  good  these  may  be  in  themselves,  they  do 

not  alter  individuals.  Individual  reaction  and  behaviour  are  the  most . 
important  factors  in  reform  and  progress,  and  still  require  the  attention 

of  the  local  representatives  of  the  Health  Services  on  the  spot. 

No  Plan  or  Statute  can  do  more  than  the  Health  Visitor  or  Doctor  or 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  helps  to  administer  itl 

There  is,  indeed,  no  effective  substitute  for  honest  individual 
effort;  and  if  we  fail  to  realise  and  act  on  this  simple  conception 
tine  new  Social  Legislation  may  well  prove  less  effective  and  far  reaching 
its  good  results  than  we  had  hoped. 


To  Mr.  Gregson,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  my  best  thanks 
are  due  for  his  valuable  work  and  support  during  the  year. 


^  To  the  Clerk  and  other  members  of  the  staff  I  acknowledge  with 

Enthusiasm  the  friendly  co-operation  which  they  always  afford  me. 

3) 


And  to  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  for  the 
continued  interest,  courtesy,  and  help  given  to  me  in  all  matters  relating 
to  my  office  I  record  my  grateful  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  ana  Gentlemen, 


Council  Offices, 
BRINSCALL. 

March,  1949, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

^  T.S.  HALL. 

* Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A,  STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA* 

The  area  of  the  district  is  4,190  aches.  The  population  figure 
at  the  1931  census  was  3,040,  For  1947,  the  Registrar  General 
calculated  the  population  as  2,697. 

The  Rateable  value  was  £12,540  and  a  penny  rate  produced  £48.946. 

The  chief  industries  have  been  Paper  Making,  Quarrying  and  a  Saw  Mill 
and  Cotton  Mill*  There  has  been  no  change  in  social  conditions. 


VITAL  STATISTIC  IS. 


Live  Births. 

Total. 

Male , 

Female 

0 

Legit imate , 
Illegit imate. 

53 

3 

29 

1 

24 

2 

56 

30 

26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Population  mid  1947 • 

estimated 
•  20.7 

Stillbirths. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live 

and  still  births) 

Nil, 

Deaths. 

42 

22 

20 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

1,000 

estimated  population. 

15.5 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths • 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Tota 
(Live  and  still  births 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis. 

Nil. 

Nil* 

Other  maternal  causes. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  infanta  jondor  one  year  of  age:~ 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  35 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,  37 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  7 
Deaths  from  Measles.  Nil 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough fall  ages),  Nil 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age.  Nil 

The  figures  above  and  below  are  satisfactory  ones.  It  is  agreeable  to 


note  the  absence  of  any  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  or  from  any  other 
Infectious  Diseases.  The  figure  of  35  as  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
(or  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live 
births)  compares  favourably  with  the  rates  recorded  elswhere. 


At  the  same  time  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  small  numbers  we  are 
dealing  with  render  comparisons  unwarranted,  and  that  any  complacency 
or  relaxation  of  effort  would  be  inappropriate. 


Per  1,000  Estimated 

Population* 


Maternal 

Mortality  Rate*  Rate  of 

Deaths 


Live 
Biths  t 

Crude 
.oe  a 

Rate . 

Death 

Rate 

from 

Tuberculosis 
of  Re spirit ory 
System, 

Death  Per 

Rate  1,000 

from  Live 
Cancer. Births • 

Per  under 

1,000  one  year 

Total  per 

(live  1,000 

&  still  live 
Births)  Births. 

Mean  of 

5  years  1942 
1945  * 

16.7 

11.7 

0,50 

1.51 

Nil. 

Nil. 

45 

Year  1946, 

15.5 

11.2 

Nil. 

1,87 

Nil, 

Nil. 

24 

Year  1947, 

20.7 

15.5 

Nil, 

2.59 

Nil. 

Nil. 

35 

Increase  or 
decrease  in 
3.347  on  - 
5  yrs  average 
1942-4S| 

^  4.0 

^3.8 

-0,50 

-*1.08 

Nil. 

Nil. 

-10 

Previous  Year 

.  ^5.4 

4,3 

Nil. 

4-0,72 

Nil. 

Nil. 

+-  11 
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For  purposes  of  comparison  the  following  table  is  of  interest 
as  showing  the  Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates,  analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  rates  for  Infectious  Diseases 
in  the  year  1946.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 
Returns • 


126’C*3svr»  148  Sm&tt&fc:  t 


England 
and  and  Great 
Wales*  Towns 

including 

London* 


Towns 

Resident  Pop* 
25,000  -  50,000 
at 

1931  Census* 


London 

Adm. 

County. 


Rates 

CD 

M 

N. 

o 

o 

o 

Civilian 

Population: - 

Live  Births. 

20,5^ 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

Still  " 

Deaths . 

0.50^ 

."O 

0.62 

0*54 

0,49 

All  Causes. 
Typhoid  and 

13*0 

11.9 

12.8 

Paratyphoid. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Who oping  Cough. 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01. 

0.01 

influenza. 

0.09 

0.09 

0,08 

0.08 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles. 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

.  Deaths  under 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Live  Births:- 

1  Year  of  Age. 
Deaths  f r  om 
Diarrhoea 
and  enteritis 

41  / 

47 

36 

37 

under  2  years 
of  age 

5.8 

o 

CO 

3.7 

CO 

♦ 

Not  if icat ions %  - 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Civilian 

Population: - 

Typhoid  Fever. 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

o.ox 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 0.01 
Cerebral  Spinal 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Fever. 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0*05 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

Whooping  Cough. 

*  2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2,80 

Diphtheria. 

0.13 

0.15 

0*14 

0.14 

Erysipelas . 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

msles. 

9.41 

9.13 

9*58 

5.29 

,  “umonia. 

0*79 

0.89 

0*68 

0.64 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) :- 
(a)  Notifications. 


Puerperal  Fever*  )7.16  8.99  6.27  (1*21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia)/  (6.94^ 

■  fly 

Maternal  Mortality  -  England 
and  Wales 

No*  140  No.  141  No.  147  Nos.  142-6 

Abortion  Abortion  Puerperal  148-150 

_ With  Sepsis*  without  Sepsis* _ Infect  ions  * _  Other . 


0.10 


0.06 


0*16 


1*85 


A  dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
^  Rates  per  1,000  Total  Population. 

/  Per  1,000  related  births. 

(4) 
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SECTION  Bo  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
. _ _  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA . 


Medical  Off icon  of  Health , 


T.S.  Kali 
Part  Tine 


r.<r 


Orf : 


* 

’  *  f-\  ' V 'i 

'w'  X  is 


m 


T} 


V:  D  * B  •  So » 9  B  » Ch •  ,  D .  P .  H  • 

R o nun  e ration  £80f  per  annum, 

(paid  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council*) 


Cyril  Leac&  Gregson,  M.I.H.E.,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.,  San.  I, 

A  Part  Time  Officer  holding  the  appointment  Osf  Surveyor-. 
Remuneration:-  £130.  per  annum. 

No  other  Public  Health  Officers  held  office  during  the  year. 

Ambulanp  e  Fa  o  _1 1 1 1  i  e  s « 

Arrangements  for  transport  of  infectious  disease  have  been  mad© 
wit$i  the  Chorley  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Transport  of  non-inf ectious 
cases  was  undertaken  by  private  aDbulanoe  or  by  th©n  ambulant©  of  the 
Hospital  or  neighbouring  Authority  in  which  the  Hospital  is  situated. 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  raw  upland  surface  water  was  supplied  by  the  Liverpool 
Corporation.  The  Urban  District  Council  has  not  control  of  the 
gathering  grounds  and  prolonged  storage  was  not  provided.  The  condit¬ 
ion  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory.  One  Bacteriological  examination 
of  the  raw  water  Was  carried  out  and  proved  unfit  for  drinking* 

Two  Bacteriological  examinations  of  filtered  water  at  the  consumers 
taps  were  carried  out  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1946. 


Number  of  Privy  middens.  Nil. 

r  ,f  r*  Pail  Closets.  £47 

u  ?f  «»  Dry  ashpits  (Excluding  middens)  58 

rr  if  "  Moveable  iishbins  811 

"  ;f  ,r  Houses  on  the  water  Carriage  System  611 

,r  ,T  "  Fresh  Water  Closets  ~  721 

,f  ,r  "  Conversions  (Pails  to  F. V/.  Closets)  4 

TT  ,T  ,f  Waste  Water  Closets  41 


Pub! Ac..  C oanslng . 


The  Collection  and 
by  the  Councils  The  refuse  wag 


SLSiit  i  os  s_Ul.  JL  946.« 


disposal  of  nouse  refuse  was  carried 
collected  by  motor  lorry  and  tipped. 


out 


Fifty one  premises  were  visited  and  seventyone  defects  or 
nuisances  discovered.  The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  twentyeieht. 
Seven  informal  notices  were  s  rvcd.durin?  the  year. 

Swinging  Baths. 


The  Council  owns  the  Public  Baths.  The  Plunge  is  75  ft. 
by  25  ft.  Slipper  Baths  are  also  provided. 


The  condition  of  the  Schools  was  generally  satisfactory. 
.*11  schools  have  now  a  closet  accommodation  of  the  fresh  water  type. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30288010 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 


Land  has  bean  purchased  for  the  erection  of  a  further  six  houses.. 
01.x  houses  have  been  completed  and  fourteen  houses  arc  in  the  course 
of  construction. 

With  regard  to  private  enterprise,  two  houses  have  been  completed 
and  four  arc  under  construction. 

SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  aND  SUPERVISION  ON  POOL. 


Dairies  and  cowsheds  were  inspected  as  time  permitted-  The 
general  conditions  were  not  always  satisfactory. 

LajLiX  Mzmn . 


Nc<  of  Dairy  Pa rrn.s «  19 
Nor  of  Cowke opera  (including  Dairy  Farms).  37 
No.  of  inspections  during  the  year.  24 
No.  of  Dairy-men  of  mills;  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeopc-rs ) .  !• 


Five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  were  satisfactory. 
Men +_a  nl.jallcx. -gaols . 

All  meat  is  now  coming  from  the  °entral  Depot,  at  Blacicbum. 


Six  bakehouses  exist  and  were  in  good  condition  during  the  year. 


SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  agreement  w ith  Chorley  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  provision 
of  accommodation  for  eases  of  Infectious  Diseases  continued.  Under 
this  agreement  cases  of  infectious  disease  arc  admitted  to  the 
Heath  Charnock  Hospital  at  Chorley.  The  Board  has  five  beds  for 
Smallpox  exclusively  set  apart  for  its  us^  at  the  Finnington  Hospital 
near  Ind-nni,  and  under  the  agreement  is  intended  to  cover  the  needs 
of  the  Withnell  District. 


Total 

cases 

at  all 

ages. 


I  yQdl  p£.iju 

iQ.taX.aa  s  S9..nat  i£Ul.  Total 


Under 

one 

year. 


peases 
^removed . to 


-«Mb-6^*^5^O~»5^45*-65|H03PITAL 


Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough. 

6 

1 

2  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

TeifL. 

8 

1 

2  3 

1  1 

1 

The  above  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  in  the  various  age  groups  during  1947. 


. 


■ 


DIPHTHGnlA  IMMUNISATION. 


Immunisation 
exclusive  of 


state  of 

General 


dail4...^Qp.ulat.^3a 

■Pra.o.fel.t..ion.Q.r8 ..  f  i.gux  sj. 


at 


31st  December .1947 

>K  • 


Under  5  years  Over  5  and  Total  under 
of  age.  under  15  15  years 

_ years  of  age  of  age. 

No.  of  child  population  now 

protected  by  artificial  38  288  326 

immunisdst  ten  (  i e  e .  ,  up  to  31st 
December , 1947 ) 

Percentage  so  protected  of  the 

total  number  of  children  in  20 %  +  90 fo  6df0 

the  age  group. 

In  addition,  an  unlcnown  number  have  been  immunised  by 
local  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Urban  District  Council  made  arrangements  with  the  local 
Doctors  to  continue  the  immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria 
at  incir  Surgeries  during  1947,  but  no  figures  were  made  available  . 
from  Doctors.  Groups  have  been  immunised  at  the  local  Welfare  Centre. 

TUB JHCUL0313. 

No  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  < 


year 


'  Sf-. 
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A. 


Housing  and  Housing  Conditions 


Mainly  cue  to  tho  high  cost,  of  repairs  in  relation 
to  the  market  value  of  tnc  proper!;;/  (mostly  old),  difficulty  is 
being  experienced  in  administering  the  relevant  Sections  of  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Act. 

The  main  tyoo  of  house  in  tho  area  is  tho  cottage 

rJ  O 


and  windows 


Overcrowding  is  generally  due  to  lodgers. 


rpv 


c? 

Guct 

ers 

to 

lodgers 

to 

back 

V>  o 
uo 

are  no  inhabited  back  to  earth  houses. 

Factories  and  Wo rk shops . 

General  supervision  was  exercised  over  the  sanitary 
conveniences  and  hygiene  of  the  thirteen  factories  and  fice 
t:other  promises"  registered  with  the  Local  Authority.  6  inspections 
were  made;  no  sanitary  defects  wore  found.  3  smoke  observations 
were  made  but  no  action  was  necessary. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pool. 


The  Council  ownsrthe  Public  Baths.  The  plunge  is 
75  feet  by  25  feet.  Slepper  baths  are  also  provided*  There 
nr o  r c  p r i vatol y  o v; no G  b a t h s , 

Duilr  tests  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  water  is  efficiently 
chlorinated.  Samples  were  taken  in  baetericlogicial  analysis 
and  found  satisfactory. 

Clean  Food  Camp  a  i  p,  n , 

3.7  ins.pe on ions  of  food  premises  were  made  during  the  year 
Defects  discovered  were  romidiod  hv  invo j.uimry  a.  Iron, 


New  Legislation., 


Public  Health  Moat:  (^mendmonv )  Itegu  Lations  1)5:2. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis )  Kegula  sions  ]»53. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  (Aiconcbnonb)  Regulations  1952. 
Adoption  of  Section  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act  3.933, 

County  net  Section  14. 

Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953. 


v  '■ 


«r* 
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